
informations on the nature of the lens. The lensing event time scale is a combination

of the lens mass, the transverse velocity, and the distances between the lens, the

source and the observer.

Applications of gravitational lensing include:

• Cosmology (Hubble constant (Suyu et al., 2010), compact objects (Press &

Gunn, 1973; Tisserand et al., 2007), σ8 (Dahle, 2006))

• Astrophysics (Mao, 2012)(stellar atmospheres (Thurl et al., 2004), extrasolar

planets, galactic structure, mass estimates)

• Fundamental physics (post Newtonian parameters(Bolton et al., 2006))

This thesis is focusing on two different lensing phenomena. The first one is strong

gravitational lensing and the other described in the thesis, similar to microlensing, is

called femtolensing.

3.3 Theory

The gravitational lensing effect arises when a concentrated mass (”lens”) lies in the

line of sight from the observer on the Earth to a distant object (”source”), see fig-

ure 3.1. The lensing effect magnifies and distorts the image of the source. Depending

on the geometry of the lens, the resulting image of the lensed object might be an arc,

a complete ring, a series of multiple images or a combination of compact images and

arcs (see e.g. review by Blandford & Narayan (1992)).

The deflection of photons in the presence of masses is a consequence of the principle

of equivalence. The first correct formula for the deflection angle α was derived by

Einstein. The deflection angle α of light passing at the distance r from an object of

mass M is given by equation:

α =
4GM(r)

c2

1

r
. (3.1)
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