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The STC metadata describes the volume in coordinate space occupied by the data,
resource, or query that they are attached to.  The (intertwined) coordinates are:

Time, Space, Redshift (Doppler velocity), Spectrum.
What it does not describe is how this volume is projected or mapped onto the dataset
(e.g., a pixel array).
STC metadata is here defined in terms of an XML schema and illustrated through
UML-type diagrams.

The STCmetadata  element takes on one of four forms, depending on the context:
●Resource description ●Query specification ●Catalog dataset ●Observation dataset
These elements are built from three top-level element types:
CoordSys describes the coordinate frames
Coords for specifying a particular position
CoordArea specifies a volume
A special (spatial) Region  element type is defined that is used in CoordArea .
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